
Experiential 

Learning: 

An Ontario 

College 

OverviewKristine Dawson

Director, Co-op, Career & Work-Integrated 
Learning

President-elect, Co-operative Education & 
Work-Integrated Learning (CEWIL) Canada 
(formerly CAFCE)



The College Landscape

u Active in the WIL/EL space

u Collegeôs have assessed course-level 

opportunities

u WIL landscape well defined

u Co-op and Field Placements in particular



Collaboration

1. Colleges Ontario Heads of 
Co-operative Education 
(HOC)

2. ORBIS College User Group

3. Career Ready College 
Project Managers



College Typologies

u Colleges alignment with CEWIL 

definitions

u Ministry Career Ready guidelines



Experiential Learning at Conestoga



The Numbers

93%

7%

Experiential Learning at Conestoga (% of Programs)

Experiential Learning
Non-Experiential Learning



WIL at Conestoga

25%

75%

Co-op Non Co-op

15%

85%

Field Placement No Field Placement

10%

90%

Apprenticeship Non Apprenticeship

10%

90%

Industry Sponsored Research No Industry Sponsor Research



Co -op

25%

75%

Co-op Non Co-op


